
Dear friends,        

 

Warm greetings to you all. I hope this email finds you well. We are doing well here in Bulawayo. My parents were 

here with us during April, which was really lovely. 

 

This newsletter I felt it would be good for me to focus on sharing some of our Visions and Goals for 2013, and give 

more information on the finances for Our Neighbours Ministry. 

 

However, I have to mention a few quick updates also. This month (actually April, when I wrote most of this), the 

team who do outreach in Trenance and Mazwe organised to go with 'The Jesus Film' and show this in these areas. 25 

people in Trenance and 30 people in Mazwe received Jesus at these times! We praise God! * 

 

We also had 6 guys and ‘Sir Gobvu’ from Lighthouse Christian Academy go to the ACE Convention in Harare a 

little while ago, and excel. They received Gold medals in the 6-a-side soccer, 2 relay events, long-jump and 

checkers, Silver in team worship, singing quartet, 200m, and Bronze in preaching, vocal and solo guitar, puppetry, 

and checkers. And we had our Term 1 award ceremony and one of the most improved students is a boy who is 

approximately 12 years old (age not known exactly), and Lighthouse is the first time that he has ever attended 

school for any length of time in his life. Exciting stuff hey! 

 

We’ve also had an adorable little baby, Stephanie (that’s 

her on the right), come to stay with us at Isaiah’s 

recently. She was found alone within Bulawayo, and we 

feel privileged to be able to love and care for her. Please 

pray for a family for her to come forward in time, to 

adopt her. And since I took a little while to complete this 

newsletter, we also had a beautiful baby boy come to 

Isaiah’s. 

 
Vision and Goals for 2013 

Right, so let me share just some of our vision and goals for 2013, for your info: 

- To start another Forever Family Home, for older children from the Babies Home, where family 

reunification or adoption isn’t forthcoming, and possibly other orphans; 

- Provide greater awareness in the community of the needs of abandoned and orphaned children, and to 

encourage people to consider fostering and adoption; 

- Provide scholarships for another 10 or so extremely vulnerable children, who have missed much schooling, 

to attend Lighthouse Christian Academy; 

- To establish a study centre in Luveve for the Esandleni girls, to significantly assist them in their education; 

- Provide further training on loving parenting to carers; 

- To establish an empowerment project with some of the vulnerable families being assisted through 

Esandleni Sothando; 

- Upgrade the equipment we have for the Health Information Service, to best serve the needs of the people 

being assisted; 

- Establish one new group empowerment project for the vulnerable people we are assisting at Hearts of 

Love; 

- We have a number of goals in terms of growing the support, finances and partnerships we have; and 

- To better serve, and to grow relationships, with those people who come to our Soup Kitchen. 

 

If you are interested in receiving the complete vision and goals for this year for each area of Our Neighbours 

Ministry, or any particular area, please let me know. I’m excited about this year, and hope you are also. 

 

Financial Update for ONM 
I’ve been feeling, as have others, that it’d be good or right for us as a ministry to occasionally share more details 

(than we’ve done in the past) on our budget, pledged donations, and the current financial situation of the ministries. 



In fact this is good also in terms of us being transparent in financial matters, and accountable, which we really value 

(speaking of values, let me attach the Core Values of ONM that we recently finalised, for those who are interested in 

these). 

 

So, I can summarise the current month by month financial situation for ONM as (all figures in US$): 

- We currently have pledged donations of approximately $12,500 per month; 

- In 2012, in addition to amounts that were specifically pledged, we averaged approximately $8,000 per 

month in donations; 

- In the first 2 months of 2013, we have spent an average of $24,000 per month (excluding goods in kind); 

- In terms of the Babies Home, given that we have a number of sponsors per baby, we have 47% of the ideal 

number of baby/child sponsors currently; and 

- Given the budgets that the ministry leaders have put together for 2013, and what would be ideal for all it is 

thought God would have us do this year as ONM, we have an ideal budget of $30,000 per month currently. 

 

Finally, the current financial situation for ONM, as I send this newsletter out today, is that we have approximately 

$5,000 in terms of bills/amounts due/needed currently, or very soon. We have a small debt currently also, but this 

was only taken given donations that have come in to ONM outside Zimbabwe, that are currently being transferred to 

Zimbabwe. So, it’s ‘hand to mouth’ so to speak at the moment, but we can continue to share that God provides for 

all of the needs of His work. 

 

So, I think that about sums it up in terms of finances. I would definitely want to at this point praise God for His 

amazing provision for all of our needs, always. And, I’d also want to thank so many of you, so much, for your 

amazing support and partnership with ONM. 

 

For your information also, here is the summary financial report for ONM for 2012, showing monthly totals by 

ministry area. 

 

 
 

The other areas of Our Neighbours Ministry are going well, and as much as I’d love to share more, I’ll do this 

another time. 

 

Looking forward to when I next get to connect with you. 

 

Thank you for your love, prayers, support and partnership with us. 

 

Love and God bless, 

Martin 

 
 

 
Please see next page 



 

Our Neighbours Ministry is proud to be a partner for Project J301 Our Neighbours Community Project - Zimbabwe with Global Development 

Group (ABN 57 102 400 993), Australian AusAID approved Non Government Organisation carrying out quality humanitarian projects with 

approved partners and providing aid to relieve poverty and provide long term solutions. 

  

Global Development Group takes responsibility of the project according to AusAID rules providing a governance role and assisting in the areas 

of planning, monitoring, evaluating and auditing to ensure the projects are carried out to AusAID requirements. Tax deductible receipts for 

donations over $2 to this approved aid and development project will be issued by Global Development Group for project J301. For more 

information please visit www.globaldevelopment.org.au 

* No evangelistic activities are a part of or funded by Project J301. 

 

 
Attachment – ONM Core Values 

http://www.globaldevelopment.org.au/

